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Calif. Jury Clears Adhesive Maker In $22M Mesothelioma Suit 

By Kat Greene 

Law360, Los Angeles (October 27, 2017, 9:04 PM EDT) -- Dexter Hysol Aerospace LLC was cleared in a 
$22 million suit over the allegedly asbestos-related death of a former aerospace worker when a Los 
Angeles jury came to a conclusion the defense counsel said was novel: that her illness wasn’t caused by 
asbestos after all. 
 
Velma Searcy’s children had alleged in their suit that Dexter Hysol and a slew of other companies were 
liable for their mother’s illness and eventual death from malignant mesothelioma, according to an 
amended complaint from March. 
 
The jury concluded, after more than two hours of deliberation, that the evidence showed that the illness 
suffered by Searcy, a former electrical technician in the aerospace industry, wasn’t caused by asbestos in 
the first place, letting aerospace adhesive maker Dexter off the hook for the claims, said Scott 
Masterson of Lewis Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith LLP, who represented the defendant. 
 
Masterson said he’s tried a number of mesothelioma cases, but this is the first one to raise the issue of 
the patient’s diagnosis. It was an uphill battle, he said, because he and his experts were working against 
Searcy’s diagnosis, treatment and conclusion on her death certificate. 
 
“It was a completely different trial and and challenge but I think the jury reached the right results under 
the facts,” he said. 
 
He added that it had been a very hard-fought case and that he was “truly exhausted.” 
 
Searcy’s family had alleged their mother developed malignant mesothelioma at age 51 after being 
exposed to asbestos at her jobs and when she was a child watching her father change the brakes on 
cars, according to the amended complaint in March. She alleged she’d been exposed to Dexter Hysol 
aerospace adhesives from 1982 to 1987. 
 
Searcy’s suit originally named Boeing Co., Metropolitan Life Insurance Co., Union Carbide Corp. and 
several others as defendants in the case, but all of them had either been dismissed or had settled out of 
the suit before Dexter Hysol went to trial, Masterson said. 
 
Masterson said he presented evidence and experts to support the theory that Searcy’s diagnosis was 
wrong, and that she hadn’t been sick because of asbestos exposure. And Dexter Hysol also argued 
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Searcy hadn’t even been exposed to its products because the adhesives weren’t in her workplaces. 
 
The Searcy family had asked the jury to award $21.6 million for their mother’s death, plus punitive 
damages, though the verdict form indicated the parties had stipulated to $1.6 million in damages to the 
Searcy estate and asked the jury to determine whether more was warranted. 
 
The jury never reached that question, however, because it found Searcy’s illness wasn’t tied to the 
product. 
 
It’s at least the second asbestos-case win for Dexter Hysol in as many years, court records show. In July 
2016, the company was cleared of liability in an $11 million suit alleging it was responsible for the 
mesothelioma death of a former U.S. Navy mechanic who used its asbestos-containing adhesive 
products. 
 
In that case, also fought by Masterson, the jury took about an hour before delivering a verdict that 
found in favor of Dexter Hysol on questions of negligence and strict liability regarding the illness and 
eventual death of Darryl S. Dugas. 
 
Counsel for the plaintiffs in the instant suit didn’t immediately respond to requests for comment late 
Friday. 
 
The plaintiffs are represented by Brent J. Zadorozny and Mike Stewart of Simmons Hanly Conroy. 
 
Dexter Hysol is represented by Scott Masterson, Ashley Waller and Florence McClain of Lewis Brisbois 
Bisgaard & Smith LLP. 
 
The case is Larry Echaves Jr. et al. v. The Boeing Co. et al., case number BC612205, in the Superior Court 
of the State of California for the County of Los Angeles. 
 
--Additional reporting by Nathan Hale. Editing by Alanna Weissman. 
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